PRE-RAPHAELTTISM.                            l6l

The famous pamphlet on Prc-Raphaelitism of August
1851 was the apology for his conversion, and a first
attempt to reconcile his old principles with his new profes-
sions. He showed that the same motives of Sincerity
impelled both the Pre-Raphaelite Brethren and Turner,
and in a degree, men so different as Prout, old Hunt and
Lewis. All these were opposed to the Academical School
who worked by rule of thumb; and they differed among
one another only in differences of physical power and
moral aim. Which was all perfectly true, and much deeper
and truer insight than the cheap criticism which could not
see beyond superficial differences, or the fossil theories of
the old school, defended in the pamphlet war by men like
Rippingille, his old Editor, a useful populariser of art, but
not a philosophic thinker. But Pre-Raphaelitism was an
unstable compound; liable to explode upon the experi-
menter ; and its component parts to return to their old
antithesis of crude naturalism on the one hand and affec-
tation, whether of piety or poetry or simple reactionary
antiquarianism, on the other. And that Mr. Ruskin did
not then foresee. All he knew was that, just when he was
sadly leaving the scene, Turner gone and night coming on,
new lights arose. It was really far more noteworthy that
Millais and Rossetti and Hunt were men of genius, than
that the "principles" they tried to illustrate were sound.
And Mr. Ruskin, always safe in his intuitions, divined their
power, and generously applauded the dexterous troop in
their unexpected Lampadephoria.

Indirectly he found his reward. For, like Socrates in
the dialogue, by joining in the festival he found youths to
discourse with, and with them gradually evolved his own
Republic, the ideal of life which is his real contribution to
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